Pros For America’s Youth, Helps Educate Children

With It’s kNOw Tobacco®

Educational Awareness Program

Pros For America’s Youth, a non-profit 501 (c) 3    organization, wants all elementary students to join the “Be Smart, Never Start”club.
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PROS FOR AMERICA’S
YOUTH FOUNDATION

Creating Better Choices Today
For The Leaders Of Tomorrow





Mission Statement

Pros For America’s Youth Foundation is dedicated to helping all children.  We 

have adopted a preventative approach to factors that threaten our young 

leaders.  This ideology is reflected in our slogan: “Be Smart, Never Start.”  It is 

our belief that through education we can bridge the communication gap and 

positively impact our children’s lives.

History


Pros For America’s Youth Foundation (PFAY) was founded by Mark Hannah in May of 1991 as a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization incorporated in the State of Arizona. The foundation has been actively devising and pursuing educational programs for implementation in Arizona’s schools with the assistance of professional athletes. In 1996, PFAY formed the  “kNOw Tobacco®” campaign as a natural extension of the foundation’s youth-oriented educational efforts. 

PFAY originally set out to educate young children on the negative effects of tobacco.  We have evolved from a group with numerous ideas into a group that is creating and implementing a comprehensive educational school program.

Over the past four years, PFAY has positioned itself within Arizona schools through the ”kNOw Tobacco®” program.  The “kNOw Tobacco®” program is PFAY’s comprehensive tobacco education program.  This program is currently slated for expansion, which will allow the program to be available nationwide.

Currently, the “kNOw Tobacco®” program provides educational materials, website maintenance, school assemblies, and membership materials for approximately ten dollars per student.  The foundation devotes extensive amounts of time to research, development, and beta testing.  The program effectively delivers an anti-tobacco campaign to school-aged children in a fun and informative manner.  The “kNOw Tobacco®” educational program is one of the only tobacco awareness program available for school implementation to children in grades K-6.
“kNOw Tobacco®” Program Overview

The core program sponsored by Pros For America’s Youth Foundation (PFAY) is the

 “kNOw Tobacco®” program. “kNOw Tobacco®” is an educational and awareness prevention 

program that targets elementary and junior high schools.  The program’s approach is clear: “Be 

Smart, Never Start”!  The children are presented with facts about tobacco and results of tobacco 

use.  We empower the children to decide not to use tobacco products and to choose a healthy 

lifestyle.

This interactive program is designed for children to have fun while learning about the dangers of tobacco.  The program kicks off with a school-wide assembly, which introduces the program’s dinosaur mascot, Knowtobaccosaurus Rex©, and program information.  The children and teachers are trained and prepared for the program.  Teacher guides, “kNOw Tobacco®” videos, and coloring/comic books are introduced through our web site. We ask the children to join our “Be Smart, Never Start” club. Membership packets are sent home for parental approval.  Upon joining, the students receive a certificate, membership card with access to the “kNOw Tobacco®” educational program web site.  When the school has completed the membership drive, it receives a Dinosaur Trophy Award as a constant reminder of the school’s pledge to “Be Smart, Never Start” to tobacco use.  

A key component of the program is a dinosaur character named Knowtobaccosaurus Rex©.  He is the authority on tobacco use and engages the children in a coloring book and comic book story.  The books discuss the dangers of tobacco use and promote tobacco-free lifestyles by empowering children to make a positive choice for their overall health and well being. 


“kNOw Tobacco®” Program Mission Statement

We empower young Americans to choose a healthy future by choosing to not use 

tobacco. By informing all children of the negative effects of tobacco through the 

informative and engaging “kNOw Tobacco®” program, we can effectively 

promote healthy, tobacco-free lifestyles.
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DID YOU KNOW?

· Smoking related diseases will kill one of every three teens that smoke or use tobacco products!

· Over 3000 teens start using tobacco every day!

· Smoking and chewing tobacco will stain your teeth and cause bad breath!

· Smokers have three times more shortness of breath than non-smokers!

· Smoking reduces oxygen available for muscles used during sports, and can ruin lungs!

· Tobacco is generally the first drug used by young people who enter a sequence of drug use that can include alcohol, marijuana, and even harder drugs!

· Tobacco companies don’t want you to know the truth, that most teens, adults, and athletes DON’T use tobacco!

Pros For America’s Youth, is sponsoring the kNOw Tobacco Program in schools across the country.  We are made up of current and retired professional athletes who are dedicated in helping the youth of this great nation from making wrong choices. We want to educate, not “preach” to our youth.  We want this program to be fun and informative.  Our mascot is Knowtobaccosaurus Rex, the only living dinosaur.  He is still alive today because he did not use tobacco!!!   All the other dinosaurs became extinct because they used tobacco. There was, a long time ago, Smokesalottacigasaurus, Coughanhackasaur, Chewtobaccospitasaur, Stuntagrowthasaurus, Seconshandsmokeasaur, and many others that became extinct.

PARENTS

How can parents get involved?

· Join our “Be Smart, Never Start Club” for your family at your local school.

· Help your child or children learn about the dangers of tobacco.

· Get involved with your local school’s anti-tobacco program.

· Learn about the dangers of tobacco use yourself.

· Enjoy the benefits that come with being a member of the “Be Smart, Never Start Club” through Internet services.

· Family membership is only $10.00 per year.

STUDENTS

· Students will get to meet famous athletes in their schools at a school assembly.

· Knowtobaccosaurus Rex will be there at the school to meet the students.

· Student will be entertained by a fun and informative presentation on the negative effects of tobacco.

· Students will have the opportunity to join the “Be Smart, Never Start Club”.

1. Members get to enter our Web Site and play games on our special “members-only” section.

2. Members get to “Chat” with professional athletes each month.

3. Members can qualify for a drawing for a great prize each week by answering four questions about tobacco use.

4. Members can choose their best or favorite all-star athlete in all sports organizations for a special awards ceremony to be held each year in December.  The athlete chosen will know that he or she was chosen by the “Be Smart, Never Start Club” members.  This will be a national awards ceremony that we plan to be televised.

5. Members will receive a special membership card with a secret coded number that lets us know they are members.  This plastic card is also a phone card with fifteen minutes of free calling time each month in case of an emergency.

· Students will have an opportunity to win prizes every week on our Web Site by simply answering a few questions about tobacco use.

· There will be essay, coloring and drawing contests held every month with prizes to the winners.

· There will be national winners in our drawing and essay contest that will get to attend, with their parents, the national awards ceremony held in December. 

1. All contests will be in age categories.

2. All winners will be notified through our Web Site.

3. Winners will be announced through local newspapers.

SCHOOLS

All schools that become kNOw Tobacco Schools will receive the following:

· Pros For America’s Youth will hold a free assembly once a year for the entire school.

1. This could be broken down into two assemblies for the different grade levels.  K-3, 4th – 6th.

· Each school with an enrollment of 80% of it’s students in the “Be Smart, Never Start” Club will be entitled to a free three page web site hosted by our Internet company for every year they are a kNOw Tobacco® School.

· Each school will receive a Dinosaur Trophy for the school’s trophy case indicating that they are a member of the “TEAM”.
CORPORATE SPONSORS

We will be seeking corporate sponsors to help us with membership fees for children who can not afford the $10.00 annual fee.  The corporate sponsors will be asked to sponsor from 10 to 100 children.  They will be given a special “Sponsors” advertising space on the school’s web site.  They will also get special recognition in all printed materials used in the school program .  All the parents of the corporate sponsor’s school will be made aware of the corporate sponsor’s participation.

· Pros For America’s Youth will make professional athletes that are on our speakers bureau available at a discounted cost for our sponsors.

· Corporate sponsors will be invited to our “Special” functions.

PTA and PTO PARTICIPATION

Pros For America’s Youth will work with the PTA or PTO of each school to help get members to the “BE Smart, Never Start” Club.  There will be incentives for these organizations for their support.

Most parent organizations are the backbone of the schools and are very instrumental in getting worthwhile programs to their children.  We welcome their input.

Member Listing
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